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Dateof mailing (day/month/year) 

07 February 2002 (07.02.02) 



To: 



; AU,(4,CN,CZ,EP^P,KP,KR,NO,RO, 



in its capacity as elected Office 



International application No. 
PCT/USG0/2Q061 



International fifing date (day/mbrith/year) 
24 July 2000 (24.07.00) 



Applicant 

WALDEN, Michael 



The International Bureau transmits herewith the following^documents and number^thereof: : 
• ' copy of the international preliminary examination report 

This is a corrected version of the International Preliminary Examination Report which replaces and cancels the former version 
transmitted together with Form PCT/IB/310 dated : 14 November 2001 (14.1 1 .01) 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemtn des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Sean Taylor 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/310 (July 1992) 



004649518 



PCT/US00/20061 



8AJENT COOPERATION TRE> 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIRCATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 

United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, PCT j 

201 1 South Clark Place Room 

CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
on Ar\rii onm /on fM m\ 

April zUUI \ZU.LK+.U») 




International application No. 
PCT/USOO/20061 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MLAB-0087 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 July 2000(24.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
22 July 1999 (22.07.99) 


Applicant 

WALDEN, Michael 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

21 February 2001 (21.02.01) 



f | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| 

□ 



was 
was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WlPO 




34, chemin des Colombettes 


Pascal Piriou 




121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To JOHN P. DONOHUE, JR. 

WOODCOCK WASHBURN KURTZ MACKIEWICZ & 

NORRIS LLP 

ONE LIBERTY PLACE - 46TH FLOOR 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 1910S „ _ _ 
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PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 7X.1) 


fdy/monthfyear) JjJ^J 1 1 2002 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MLAB-OOS7 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


mtematfona. app.icat.on No. International filing date (day/monWyear) Fr.ontv uate ( duy„> tl y^ ) 

PCT/USOO/2006. 1 27 JULY 8000 1 " JULY 1999 ■ 





Applicant 
WALDEN, MICHAEL 



1 The auolicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith 
2 StelSona] 1 ^iLinary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international 



2. 



A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. ^ ^ 



3 Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare » an English translation of 
' the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certaix , acte ^(filing 
SnsSLns and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later m some Offices)(Ai tide 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with rorm PCT/IB0O1). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the 
^llcantfSspoSuity to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume H of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 


Authorized officer \^ 




Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 


TARIQ HAFI^^ 




Box PCT 




Washington, B.C. 80231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 






Telephone No. (703) 305-964-3 





Form PCT/IPEA/ + 16 (July 1992)* 



^PATENT COOPERATION T^^TT 

PCT ^ rA ^ 

INTERNATIONAL ^EUMtNABY 1 EXAMINATION EEPOBT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
MLAB-OOS7 


FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary 


cation of Transmittal of International 
Examination Report (Form PCT/IPE A/4 1 6) 


International application No. 
PCT/USOO/20061 


International filing date (day! month/year) 

27 JULY 2000 


Priority date (day! monthly ear) 

22 JULY 1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) 
IPC(7): G06F 17/60 and US CI.: 70i 


or national classification and IPC 
i/26 


Applicant 
WALDEN, MICHAEL 



! This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by fl* International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant accordmg to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of — sheets. 

1—1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, La, sheets of the description, claims and^r drawings which have 
□ ZndeVand are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing ^tifications made before th* Authonty. 

(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the i>L,L). 



^see nuie iv.xv auu >-^—"" — • — r" 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. ( -AJfO^B^ 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I Q^J Basis of the report 

n Q Priority 

m Q Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV Lack of unity of invention 

V fin Beasoned statement under Article 36(2) with regard to novels mventive step or mdustriaJ appHcabiHty; 
1 — 1 citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI [ | Certain documents cited 

VH Certain defects in the international application 
VTTT px] Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
21 FEBRUARY 2001 


Date of completion of this report 
29 AUGUST 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box POT 

Washington, D.G. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer ^^^^^i^^^ 

TARIQ HAFIZ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-964-3 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998)* 



IMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Irnational application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 




With regard to the elements of the international application: 
[x~J the international application as originally filed 
Q^j the description: 



pages . 
pages 
pages 



1-14 



NONE 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



[~x| the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



15-17 



t as originally filed 



NONE 



NONE 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

filed with the demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



QtJ the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-2 



as originally filed 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



nn the sequence listing part of the description: 
^ pages _ NONE 



pages 
pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fished to this Authonty m the language in which 

□ the language of a translation funushed for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
r~l the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
H *e language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exammation (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
— or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemationa. application, the international 
' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
f— 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

H The statement that the subsequently fcJW^ ^ d ™ «"* g ° ^ dlSCl ° SUre " *" 

LJ international application as filed has been furnished. 

n The statement that One infonnation recorded in computer readab.e form is identical to the wnten sequence listing has 
I — I been furnished. 
4 \x\ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

~~~ m . NONE 

I A l the description, pages . — 

S the claims, Nos. _, NO NE 

fx] the drawings, sheets/fig N0NE . 



\ /V ] LUG uiuvYiiigJ) - ~ - _ C — 

5. □ This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made . since they have been cons.dered to go 

.^ZjJLrnen, sheet contairOM ™* he referr ^ w ""^ tem ' ^ " ~ " 

Form PCT'lPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1993)* 



INTERN ATION AL P 



• 



>HNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ernational application No. 
PCT/USOO/ 90061 



V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 9-7 and 15-19 



Claims i, s-14 and 90 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 9-7 and 15-19 
Claims b s ' 14 and 20 



-20 



Claims 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2 citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1, 8-1, and 90 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Allred, US Pat. No. 5,765,14.. 

As to claims 1, Allred discloses a computer implemented method for promoting a work of authorship of an artist (col. 
o lines 5S-65), said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a work of authorship created by an artist, in electron* form, for access (col. S lines 6 11) 

releasing said work of authorship in response to a request for access from a requestor (col. 9, hnes 4,-50 and col. 10, 

,meS "^cording both the release of a work of authorship and the requestor to whom said work of authorship is released (col. 

9 ' !meS 5 t„ 6 aWzing the number of times the work of authorship has been released (col. 9, lines 50-58); and 

dfing'the number of times a work of authorship is released (i.e. specifies the product .. to be available in the 
American and Canadian markets but to remain invisible in other markets)(col. 9, hnes 1-9). 

As to claim 8 Allred discloses the method of step 1, wherein said step of releasing said work of authorship comprises 
the step of charging said requestor for releasing said work of authorship (col. 9, lines 50-58). 

As to claim 9 Allred discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the method is implemented on a server (i.e. Prodigy 
or CoJr^ll-n said step of releasing said work of authorship comprises the step of designating a portion of sa.d 
Z^C^L requestor, storing sa.d work of authorship in said designated portion and charging said requestor (col. 
4, lines 1-7 and col. 9, lines 50-58). 

As to claim 10, Allred d.scloses the method of claim 8, further comprising said charge in response to said analyzing 
step (col. 9, lines 50-58). 
(Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



INTERN ATTON AL P 



ART EXAIVIINATION REPORT 



national application No. 
PCT/USOO/20061 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 

supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 12 and .3 are objected to under PCT Rule 66. 2 (a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because the claims are 
definite for the following reason(s): there is no antecedent bas.s for the term "said registered subscr.ber . For purposes of 
applying prior art to the claims, the term "said registered subscriber" will be ignored. 



Form PCT/IPEA/+09 (Box VIII) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL. P 



ART EXAMINATION REPORT 



national application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 



Supplemental Box . 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



* x> t T7TTT Sheet 10 

Continuation of: Boxes I - VEI 

V 2 REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 

As to claim 1 1 , AHred discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of receiving a new work of 
authorship and providing said new work of authorship in electronic form (col. 7, lines 1-12 and lines o-40). 

As to claim 12, Allred disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a preview of said 
work of authorship(col. 9, lines 44-50 and col. 10, lines 1-12). 

As to claim 13, Allred discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a physical copy of 
said work of authorship (col. 10, lines 1-12). 

As to claim 14 Allred discloses the method of claim 13, further comprising the step of limiting the number of 
physical copies being provided (i.e. specifies the product is to be available in the American and Canadian markets but to 
remain invisible in other markets)(col. 9, lines 1-9). 

As to claim 20 Allred discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said step of releasing said work of authorship 
comprises the step of associating a serial designationto the release of said work of authorship, wherein each release of said 
work of authorship has a separate serial designation (see Fig. 3-5). 

Claims 2-7 and 15-19 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
computer based method or system of promoting a work of authorship of an artist including registering a subscriber and 
receiving information from said registered subscriber regarding said work of authorship. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 199S)* 



INTERNATION SEARCH RERORT 



Inic. .uonal application No. 



[X CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(7) :G06F 17/60 

I >ggg ^I^Lonal Pate nt CJassiWjon (IRQ or to both national classify and IPC 
B. F IELDS SEARCHED __ ______ 

| Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705/26, 27, 10 



| Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to 



the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Bectronic data base cons uhed during the internal search (name of data base and. where practicable, aearch terms used) 
East Service (USPAT files. JPO. EPO, Derwent), Dialog serv.ee (Business, Financial, Marketing, and Advertis-ng debase,) 
(see attached) 



DOCUMEN TS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Citation of document, wit h indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 

US 5,765,142 A (ALLRED et al.) 09 June 1998, see abstract coL 
2, lines 58-65, col. 4, lines 57-63, col. 9, lines 1-16 and lines 50-60 
and col. 16, lines 2-13. 

US 5,099,422 A (FORESMAN et al) 24 March 1992, see abstract. 

US 5,940,807 A (PURCELL) 17 August 1999, see abtsract. 

ANONYMOUS. DIALOG file 16 (Gale Group PROMT(R)). No. 
5774989. Imagine Radio Debuts a New Generation of Customized 
Radio. PR Newswire. 24 August 1998. 3 pages 



Relevant to claim No. 



[3 Further documents are listed in the con tinuation of Box C. [_J See patent family annex 

" ' ■ ■• I 1 aft or the 



f (he art which u not considered 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general tune of tl 
lo be of particular relevance 

earlier document published on or after the mternauonal filing date 
document which may throw doubt* on priority claim (.) or which u 
chad to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 

| Date of the actual completion of the international search 
26 AUGUST 2000 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
[ Facsimile No. (703) 30S-3230 
Form PCT/1SA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998)* 



later document published after the intemauonal filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

X- document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

V document of particular relevance, the claimed "ventkmcannot be 

comidered to involve an invenuve step when the document ts 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combinauon 
being obvir-u to a person skilled in the art 

&• document member of the same patent family 

Date of mailing of the international search report 



— ~~77r — 33 SfffflB 

Authonzed officer ft ./ffe 



EMANUEL TCaSd VOELTZ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-9714 



INTERNATIONAJ^flSEARCH REPORT 



p^H^oo/: 



Inv^^ypnal application No. 
)/20061 



C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



ROBINSON et al. Should your web site be more like a store?. 
Potentials in Marketing. October 1995. pp 56. 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-20 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1998)* 



It* 



fTENT COOPERATION TRE/^ 



PCT 



RECD 0 3 OCT 2001 



v;ipo 



PC" 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 

ML AB- 0087 
International application No 

PCT/US00/20061 



International filing date (daylmonthfyear) 
27 JULY 2000 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
22 JULY 1999 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or ^national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): G06F 17/60 and US CI.: 705/26 

Applicant 

WALDEN, MICHAEL 



This REPORT consists of a total of^ P sheets. 

au. aktwpyfs ie sheets of the description, claims and/or.drawings which nave 

SSTSTtO.K «Kl Section WToLthe Adoiu^ov. b«n>cu<,a. u»ier lb. PCT). 



"3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I Q£J Basis of the report 

II I - ] Priority 

m Q Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV I I Lack of unity of invention 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) ^th regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
LHJ citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI j j Certain documents cited 

VII Q Certain defects in the international application 

VIII [xl Certain observations on the international application 



* 





Date of submission of the demand 
21 FEBRUARY 2001 


Date of completion of this report 
29 AUGUST 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C 20231 

r>„„„:~.\ a Mn nnn 305-3230 


Authorized officer p. J 1 

TARIQ HAFIZ Xo^f^^ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-9643 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) * 



INTERNATIONAL P 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



[rjj^J^ri 



Bpnal application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the dements of the international application:* 
|Y| the international application as originally filed 



the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1-14 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



| x[ the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



15-17 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



["^| the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-2 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



Cxi the sequence listing part of the description: 

L - ' pages NONE ; 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of . 



□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55-2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleottde and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in printed form. 
Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[~] furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
[""I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

n The statement that the subsequently fished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
L_J ivtemauonal application as filed has been furnished. 

PI The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
I — ' been furnished. 
4 [x] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Fvl ■ ■ NONE 
LiJ the description, pages _ . 

[1 the claims, Nos. NONE 

fx] the drawings, sheets/fig ,. NONE 



5. n This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made ; since they have been considered to go 
bevond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

JlZnLmeru sheet ggggBg SI* mSBdmeras be referred to under item 1 and annexed to Ms revon. 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



portal application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 



V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive Step flS) 



Claims 2-7 and 15-19 



Claims 1 and 8-14 



Claims 2£7 and 15-19 
Claims 1 and 8-14 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-19 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



2 citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
" Claims 1 and 8-14 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Allred, US Pa, No. 5.765,142. 

As to claim 1 , Allred discloses a computer implemented method for promoting a work of authorship of an artist (col. 

111165 '"recording both the release of a wo* of authorship ud the requestor to whom said work of authorship is released (col. 
9> ^ - -her of ti.es the work nip = Jj-Jj-. ^Jj^ - ^ m fc 

As to clatm 8. Allred dtsdoses the method of step 1 - herein said ,ep of jjbj^ - jd work of authorship comprises 
the step of charging said requestor for releasing said work of authorslnp (col. 9. lines 50-58). 

4, lines 1-7 and col. 9, lines 50-58). 

As to claim 10. Allred discloses the method of claim 8. further comprising said charge in response to said analyzing 
step (col. 9, lines 50-58). 
(Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inf^^Honal application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 

supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 12 and 13 are objected to under PCT Rule 66. 2(a) (v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because the claims are 
indefinite for the following reason(s): there is no antecedent basis for the term "said registered subscriber-. For purposes of 
applying prior art to the claims, the term "said registered subscriber" will be ignored. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box VIII) (July 1998)* 



"intl^^K 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



nal application No. 
PCT/US00/20061 



Supplemental Box .. . ~- *x 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 



Sheet 10 



V 2 REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Coniinned): 

As to claim 11. Allred discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of receiving a new work of 
authorship and providing said new work of authorship in electronic form (col. 7, lines 1-12 and lines 25-40). 

As to claim 12, Allred disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a preview of said 
work of authorship(col. 9. lines 44-50 and col. 10, lines 1-12). 

As to claim 13. Allred discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a physical copy of 
said work of authorship (col. 10, lines 1-12). 

As to claim 14 Allred discloses the method of claim 13, further comprising the step of limiting the number of 
physical copies being provided (i.e. specifies the product is to be available in the American and Canadian markets but to 
remain invisible in other markets)(col. 9. lines 1-9). 

Claims 2-7 and 15-19 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4). because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
computer based method or system of promoting a work of authorship of ^f* 8 ^*^ a subscnber 



receiving information from said registered subscriber regarding said work of authorship. 



NEW CITATIONS 



NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998) * 




(12) INTERNATIONAL, AP^PaTION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT^KpERATION TREATY (PCT) 




(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 
International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
1 February 2001 (01.02.2001) 




PCT 



ill 



(10) International Publication Number 

WO 01/08069 Al 



PCT/USOO/20061 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 

(21) International Application Number: 

(22) International Filing Date: 24 July 2000 (24.07.2000) 
(25) Filing Language: English 



G06F 17/60 (81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 
:, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, 
DE, DK, DM, DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, 
HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, 
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CONSUMER DRIVEN PRODUCT ANALYSIS AND PRODUCTION SYSTEM 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to the field of entertainment and more 
particularly to methods and apparatus for providing the highest quality consumer 
5 entertainment, while promoting entertainers/artists. 

Background of the Invention 

In the past, the market for a skilled artists works (paintings) have been 
primarily based on the rarity of those works. The most renowned artists of the past are 
the artists that were most often without sufficient recognition to sell their works, hence 

10 the phrase "starving artists. " In other areas such as literature, the artist also suffered the 
same quandary, but the time to recognition was somewhat shorter. In any event, most 
artists became famous after they were deceased. In more recent years, artists have met 
with much more opportunity to become recognized during their lifetime and to net 
monetary returns. This is due to the tremendous increase in communications technology 

15 and the speed with which the market can acclaim an artist as being renown in their field. 

The present day Internet download technology delivers music, music videos, 
literature, art, etc. This has led to the most immediate distribution of an artists works. 
The problem remains, however, that the artists are still using standard methods of 
acquiring finances to produce their works. This usually requires a formal offering and 

20 considerable promotional and legal fees. Most entertainers do not have the required 
funds to complete this task and produce their works as well. 
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Accordingly, a need exists for a means to promote works of authorship in a 
more efficient manner, particularly for those artists who do not have significant funds. 



Summary of the Invention 

The new and novel invention herein disclosed relates to a financial business 

5 process, whereby the artist can acquire the necessary finances to produce their works 
and keep their other costs to a minimum. In this business model, the artist makes then- 
works available for purchase by the general public, just like any product or service. 
The purchaser is presented the opportunity to help the artist become recognized and 
possibly renown. This is accomplished by offering the purchaser the opportunity to 

10 review and comment to the artists works. The artist may then take the comments and 
improve their works to better meet the markets desires. In the event the artist 
experience an increase in the demand for their works, the artist may reward the critics 
for their much valued input. Artists have always judged their talent by the reviews from 
critics. However, it has not been the case where the artists reward their critics for their 

15 time and comments. The critics are supposed to be very knowledgeable about the art 
they review. They render an evaluation that the general public responds to and 
potentially may or may not buy the artist's works. 

To implement a program that would accomplish this would be very difficult due 
to the nature of the critics and their desire to be independent and distinct from other 

20 critics. A more effective program would be to acquire the review from the purchaser - 
the people who are the real assessors of just what good art is, or at least what they want 



to buy. 



In the past this method would have been very difficult to accomplish because of 
the difficulty in organization and administration. To have a few recognized art critics 
25 comment to an artists works would be easy, but to have the general public become the 
critics would have been nearly impossible. With the advent of the Internet, such a 
program can be performed and the critics are the buyers, and who would know better if 
the works are good. In this manner the artist can quickly determine if they have no 
talent or some talent that requires improvement. In this manner the market of 
30 purchasers is assured of getting satisfaction and the artists may achieve their goals with a 
minimum of expense. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiments, is better understood when read in conjunction with the appended 
drawings. For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is shown in the drawings 
5 embodiments that are presently preferred, it being understood, however, that the 

invention is not limited to the specific apparatus, system, and instrumentalities disclosed. 
In the drawings: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of the computer and Internet implemented 
embodiment of the present invention; and 
10 Figure 2 is a block diagram depicting an example of one aspect of the invention 

in which a method of calculating rewards is depicted. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

The invention is a new computer implemented system for providing the highest 
quality consumer entertainment, while promoting entertainers, and doing so at the 
15 lowest cost. Using the methods of the present invention, budding talent may break into 
the market, being marketed to the general consumer marketplace. From this perspective, 
the invention serves as an interactive virtual agent/producer, marketer and management 
service. 

In one preferred embodiment, the system is operated over the Internet where 
20 any aspiring entertainer can become a registered user and provide a short performance 
of their art to be viewed on the Internet. The entertainer can generate a short work as a 
preview of their talent, art, and attraction. The short is placed on a selection menu by 
the type of entertainment and made available by category. New entertainers are in the 
new entries menu position and prior entertainers are in the program menu. Existing 
25 entertainers are previewed by web viewers when selected from a program menu. 

For purposes of the discussion herein, entertainment (a work of authorship) is 
divided into three basic types: 

• New Entertainers - New entertainers are artists who become newly registered 
users (RU). Such RU's are previewed in the order they enter the system. At 
30 this point, an RU is characterized as Non-Scheduled & Non-Sponsored. After a 

new entertainer is viewed by the Internet audience, a vote is taken to rate the 
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either the entertainer or the entertainer's work of authorship. If the voting 
results are high enough, i.e., exceed some predetermined level, the entertainer 
is moved to the program menu area (Scheduled Program Guide). The 
entertainers in the program area are in competition with each other and vie for 
5 the best viewing slot (Prime Time). The assignment of time slots is 

accomplished by the viewers voting on the entertainers. Those entertainers 
with the highest voting results are placed in the most desired time slot for 
viewers. It is to be noted that time slots are established based on the viewers 
location, season of the year, etc., just as television has prime time slotting. 
10 • Existing Entertainers (new works of authorship/products) - (Scheduled Program 

Guide) - Existing, programed entertainers are scheduled in an order determined 
by the viewers response to the quality of the performance/product. The 
scheduling provides better results for the entertainer, increasing their product 
value and providing for increased prices on their products. Additionally, the 
15 invention can provide other values to improve the entertainers position, as an 

incentive. The values may embrace more professional productions, additional 
incentives, packaging with more well known entertainers, etc. The entertainers 
are retained on the system for further presentations and revenue generation. 
Their presentation ratings are tracked, and determine their position/market 
20 value in relation to their competition (top of the chart). The entire system is 

dynamic and in continuous change, but contained within the system 
marketplace(managed), instead of an external unmonitored marketplace. 
• Existing Entertainers (already programmed works of authorship or old 

products) - (Scheduled Program Guide) - continuing promotion of present 
25 entertainers product until the viewer demand tapers off and no longer supports 

that product's promotion(off the chart). The product is then moved to archive 
storage. 

It is noted that an Archives (retired or defunct product) area may also be 
provided. This area provides for past product review and analysis, potentially leading to 
30 new generation of products. After art product has be through the improvement stage 
and sales go below a certain threshold, the product may be moved to a separate area that 
is an archive of the history of performance and performers. This area may be useful in 
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research. This archive may be off-line and therefore unavailable to be viewed or 
purchased directly. Alternatively, the contents may be online and purchasable, 
potentially at a discounted price due to its lack of demand, without being involved in any 
promotion or improvement operations. 
5 The entertainer is provided with the required hardware and software to produce 

a short of their art (a local recording studio, club, etc.). As an example, the entertainer 
may be supplied with a suitable system comprised of audio recording equipment and/or 
video camera. The equipment may be integrated into a personal computer or a stand 
alone system. The entertainer may also be supplied with additional materials, such as a 
10 blue screen, used as a backdrop. The blue screen is provided to facilitate the insertion 
of background, this process being well known by those skilled in the video production 
art. The recorded performance is saved in a digital format by the supplied system 
software and may be uploaded through the Internet to a central server. On the server 
the production may be processed to improve the presentation of the performance, such 
15 as adding an appropriate background. The resultant is then made available as a file that 
may be downloaded by a consumer interested in viewing the entertainer. The 
performance may also be supplied to the consumer as a streaming video in realtime. 

It is within the scope of this invention that what has been referred to as 
Downloading may also be embodied in the functions of a Personal Storage Area located 
20 on the server. In this PSA an artists work which is purchased by the consumer can be 
stored for future reference. This allows the product to be stored on the data storage 
device, saving the consumer from having to consume local storage resources. The PSA 
content may be accessed by the owner as streaming content from anywhere on the 
Internet. This allows a consumer the ability to have all of their purchased art collection 
25 available from anywhere that has Internet access. 

In the case that the performance is downloaded by the consumer for viewing, it 
may be in any of the digital or analog formats, also files may be viewed online as 
streaming data. Files may also be "saved" for later viewing in an area of the server 
dedicated to that particular consumer. This type of file may be provided in a highly 
30 compressed format and require a viewing software or some manner of decompressing 
and viewing the file. The consumer may be able to view the short performance one time 
or many times as determined by the control of the viewing software or system of 
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components. The intent may be to just review the performance (sample short) or to 
provide an entire and complete performance as a streaming presentation. The 
downloaded file may also be provided in any other media such as a video disk or tape. 
In the case of the file being provided in any media form that can not be transferred over 

5 the Internet or any of the various communications technologies, the performance and 
related promotional material may be downloaded or mailed to the consumer or 
purchased at a store. In the event the performance is purchased at a store local to the 
consumer, the performance and related promotional materials is ordered over the 
Internet or any other media and the order processed so as to be available at a 

10 participating distributer or retailer. 

In general, the consumer will be a registered user of the system before being 
able view a streaming presentation or to download any manner of performance. This 
allows each work of authorship sold to be serialized and/or registered to the specific 
user when purchased. A database of registered purchases will be maintained on the 

15 system to keep track of the items and the amount of reward available for that item when 
the holder cashes-out. The registration information, besides being stored within the 
database, may possibly be stored within the actual art-work-data in an encrypted digital 
certificate, this would possibly reduce the need to track the items which are sold to 
consumers. 

20 This invention provides a system for the general public to determine the 

entertainers they like and provide a venue to success. Entertainers may receive financial 
assistance from the viewers in the form of viewers buying "air time" or "prime time", 
products, contributions and donations. Viewers may make profits from these purchases. 
The viewers may purchase any product or service that promotes the entertainer of 

25 interest, potentially in the form of commissions. The more viewers purchase an 

entertainers product or streaming time, the more the entertainer is valued. This increase 
in entertainer revenue and apparent market value increases the worth or value of the 
entertainer /products. The price of the product will be increased accordingly and 
therefore improve the revenue of the entertainer. In this manner the entertainer may be 

30 financially capable of buying further promotion and marketing. 

The viewer/buyers may "cash out" at any time and receive a reward for their 
purchase. The entertainer can use the viewer generated revenues for further promotion, 
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and some of the increase in revenues due to these purchases are available as rewards to 
the viewer as well. 

The profit increase from these purchases can be used to promote the entertainer 
and to package the entertainer for consideration by non-Internet promotions and 

5 producers, such as television, books, and movie productions. 

The invention provides a venue for entertainers to produce their art and publish 
this performance over a network media. The entertainer is evaluated by the viewing 
consumers on a network as to their performance. If the evaluation meets some 
predetermined criteria of performance the entertainer will be made available to 

10 scheduled programing over the Internet or any other media. The degree of performance 
may also determine the order of presentation on the Internet that the program schedule is 
presented. This method of media management makes possible an early stage, low cost 
presentation of programs designed to get the entertainer in the market and to develop a 
market evaluation. The evaluation will help the entertainer to further their career and 

15 potentially to be produced by major entertainment providers. The following is a partial 
list of entertainer types: 



20 



musicians 
dancers 

movie producers 
anime artists 
writers 

photographers 



• magicians 

• painters 

• cartoonists 

• animators 

• game 
programmers 

• comedians 



The following is a partial list of the Multimedia Entertainment Package types: 

• 3-D video 

25 • non-animated pictures • virtual reality worlds 

• device simulations 

• animation 

• computer software 



music 

non-animated pictures 
motion pictures 
text data 
speech 
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• MIDI scores • HTML 

Any presentation may have prerecorded or realtime content, fixed or interactive 
by content, view, or other. The entertainer may provide multiples of any format 
possibility, limited only by ones imagination. 

5 Entertainer products may be transformed into hard media anywhere within or 

without the system. This means that a viewer may desire to obtain a quality print of an 
entertainers painting. The still picture may be transferred to printed matter at any 
facility capable of such printing. The prints may be offered as numbered limited 
editions. Audio and video may also be produced in disk format anywhere the system 

10 may communicate the digital information. 

The System is comprised of two major operations. The first is the Internet 
system, the second is the financial operations. Fig. 1 displays the basic systems of 
operation for the invention. The Products are any art form, such as; music, videos, 
graphics, photographs, literature, etc. The three boxes labeled Statistics, reference and 

15 Analysis, operate only to assess the activities of transactions of sales and Artist Product 
performance. 

Fig. 1 displays the basic systems of operation for CE. The Products are any art 
form, such as; music, videos, graphics, photographs, literature, etc. The Server (Fig.l- 
Sl) is a computer system that is located at and operated by the invention. The three 
20 boxes labeled Statistics (Fig.l-S2), reference (Fig.l-S3) and Analysis (Fig.l-S4), 
operate only to assess the activities of transactions of sales and Artist Product 
performance. 

Artist (Fig.l-Al) is any individual or group of individuals that performs an art, 
this art could be any of the numerous art types. In some situations there may be an 

25 individual that takes the place of the artist, known as a Representative. For example, 
the Representative may be the leader of a Marching Band. The Artist or Representative 
must sign-up to become a member of the invention program. Once accepted, the Artist 
may login and upload to our art database any new art creations that will be presented to 
the Consumer. The Artist will also have the ability to check up on the progress of their 

30 products and manage their existing catalog of art. 
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Application (Fig. 1-A2) is the supporting software that gives the Artist access 
to CE's Server system and it's databases. This software may also perform any necessary 
data conversion that a given art type may require. If the artist is a Short Film Producer, 
then the software would convert audio and video from analog inputs into compressed 
5 digital data that would be conveyed to the invention. The application may be located at 
the server, on the computer at the artists location, or in both locations. The application 
software may be transmitted to the artists location once on initial setup, or every time 
the artist accesses the invention system. The application software will be customized to 
meet the needs of the particular type of artist who is using the invention system, 
10 supporting the specific needs of the art-form being addressed. The software may 
operate within the CPU of the computer located at the server, on the computer at the 
artists location, or in both CPU locations. 

Product (Fig. 1-A3) is conveyed from the Artist (Fig. 1-A1) through the 
Network Interface (Fig. 1-A4.A5) via the Internet (Fig. 1-A6) to CE's Servers (Fig. 1- 
15 SI) by way of the software Application (Fig. 1-A2). 

Network Interface (Fig. 1-A4.A5) is any Hardware and software overhead that 
is required to communicate data from one location to another across a network, which in 
this example is the Internet (Fig. 1-A6). 

Internet (Fig. 1-A6) is the communications medium that connects the Artist to 
20 CE's Server. Presently, the Internet is the primary large scale public digital network. 
In the future the Internet may be abandoned and replaced with a new system. At such 
time, this new network will be used in place of the Internet. 
Artist Example 

The Artist (Fig.l-Al) must sign-up to become a member, i.e., registered user, 
25 of the invention program with the Application software (Fig. 1-A2). Once accepted, the 
Artist may login and upload to our art database any new art Product (Fig. 1 -A3) that will 
be presented to the Consumer (Fig.l-Cl). The upload process being performed by the 
Application (Fig.l-A2). Product (Fig. 1-A3) is conveyed from the Artist (Fig. 1-A1) 
through the Network Interface (Fig. 1-A4.A5) via the Internet (Fig. 1-A6) to CE's 
30 Servers (Fig. 1-S1) by way of the software Application (Fig. 1-A2). 
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Consumer Block Diagram 

Consumer (Fig.l-Cl) is any individual that purchases art, this art being any of 
the numerous art types. The Consumer must sign-up to become a member of the 
invention program. Once accepted, the Consumer may login, browse, and purchase 

5 (download) any of the works contained in the art database. The Consumer will have the 
ability to render a review on the products purchased. There will be a section in which 
the Consumer can view their current purchased products improved values and possibly 
cash-out at the desired time. Thus, a reward will be given to the Consumer. There is 
also an area where a Consumer can get a refund for a product that is unsatisfactory. 

10 Application (Fig. 1-C2) is the supporting software that gives the Consumer 

access to CE's Server system and it's databases. This software may also perform any 
necessary data conversion that a given art type may require. If the Consumer is 
retrieving a Short Film, then the software would convert compressed digital data back 
into audio and video that would be conveyed to the Consumer. The application may be 

15 located at the server, on the computer at the Consumers location, or in both locations. 
The application software may be transmitted to the Consumers location once on initial 
setup, or every time the Consumer accesses the invention system. The application 
software will be customized to meet the needs of the particular art-form being accessed. 
The software may operate within the CPU of the computer located at the server, on the 

20 computer at the Consumers location, or in both CPU locations. 

Product (Fig. 1-C3) is conveyed to the Consumer (Fig. 1-C1) through the 
Network Interface (Fig. 1-C4,C5) via the Internet (Fig. 1-C6) from CE's Servers (Fig. 
1-S1) by way of the software Application (Fig. 1-C2). 

Network Interface (Fig. 1-C4,C5) is any Hardware and software overhead that 

25 is required to communicate data from one location to another across a network, which in 
this example is the Internet (Fig. 1-C6). 

Internet (Fig. 1-C6) is the communications medium that connects the Consumer 
to CE's Server. Presently, the Internet is the primary large scale public digital network. 
In the future the Internet may be abandoned and replaced with a new system. At such 

30 time, this new network will be used in place of the Internet. 
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Consumer Example 

The Consumer (Fig.l-Cl) must sign-up to become a member of the invention 
program with the Application software (Fig.l-C2). Once accepted, the Consumer may 
login, browse, and purchase (download) any of the Product (Fig. 1-C3) contained in the 
5 art database. The download process being performed by the Application (Fig.l-C2). 
Product (Fig. 1-C3) is conveyed to the Consumer (Fig. 1-C1) through the Network 
Interface (Fig. 1-C4,C5) via the Internet (Fig. 1-C6) from CE's Servers (Fig. 1-S1) by 
way of the software Application (Fig. 1-C2). 

Financial Operations 

10 As shown below, Fig. 2 demonstrates CE's financial mechanics basic 

operation. Level 1 (Entry Level) consumers profit only from the gains produced by the 
purchases of Level 2 (Basic Sponsorship). Level 2 (Basic Sponsorship) consumers 
profit only from the gains produced by the purchases of Level 3 (Total Sponsorship). 
Note that if the Artist Product sales reach the required minimum for Level 3, Level 1 

15 benefits from Level 2 and Level 3. 

The formula legend for Fig.2 is: 

IP = Initial Product : #US = # Level Unit Sales: #Q = Overhead Costs 

Financial Example 

An example of the various ways that revenues may be accomplished is 
20 discussed in the following paragraph. This is only one possibility and is expressed only 
as an example. The structure of revenue generation for the invention is focused on 
product sales. 

Product value is arbitrary for un-recognized entertainers. When an entertainer 
first generates their product, the product value is minimal. If, for instance the product 
25 is a video, it may initially be priced at $1.00. After being presented to CE's viewing 
community of buyers in the class of non-scheduled performances as New Entertainers, 
the sales rise to 10k units in the first month. The product shows promise and is 
accepted into the next class now located under the Scheduled Program Guide. The 
sales gross $10k and this money is utilized to package the entertainer's presentation to 
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make it more effective on the web. After refinement, the video product is again 
presented in the new refined professional format. Further sales of the product occurs, 
but the product is now being sold at $3.00. The sales now are an additional 85k units in 
the next two month. The increase of $2.00 over the original $1.00, some percentage of 

5 which is available as a "bonus" to the 10k original purchasers of product at the $1 .00 
price, but only if they "resign" or "cash-out", can they collect this money. If those who 
originally purchased product at $1.00 do not cash-out, they become referred to as a 
"sponsor/member" and continue to accrue increased value bonuses over the $1.00 sales. 
The 85k unit sales produce $255k and the invention utilizes this money to continue to 

10 improve the entertainers product, remainder made available to the performer. During 
the next three months (total of six months) the product sells an additional 100k units but 
at $5.00 per unit. This is an additional $500k, a $4.00 increase to those original 
purchasers at $1.00, and $2.00 increase for those who purchase at $3.00. This is clear 
as to the value for viewers to buy product early and let the value increase over time. It 

15 is to be understood that the product may be priced at any figure and that some 
percentage of the sales value increases are available to the involved parties, as 
determined by the invention. 
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195k unit sales produced $765k revenue. 

If all cashed-out the invention nets ($2 10k total) leaves 555k 



$765k 



-$210k 



$555k gross profit from sales 



$555k/6 months/one entertainer = $92,500 / month avg. 



10 



15 



The above is a worst case scenario. In reality, many of the product buyers will 
hold on to their purchases and potentially purchase more new products from the 
scheduled entertainer. These products will probably start at a cost of $3.00 and increase 
to some higher final unit cost, due to the increasing fame of the entertainer. 

These figures are for just a "video product" and do not include the revenues 
from banner advertising or other product sales. The system is capable of presenting all 
artists from all artistic fields with simultaneous promotion of multiple artists competing 
for the "Top Ten" chart. 

While the invention has been described with reference to a preferred 
embodiment, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes may 
be made and equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without departing from 
the scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications can be made to adapt a 
particular situation or material to the teachings of the invention without departing from 
the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the invention not be limited to 
the particular embodiment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this 
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments falling within the scope of 
the appended claims. 
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Claims 

What is Claimed is: 

1 . A computer implemented method for promoting a work of authorship of 
an artist, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a work of authorship created by an artist, in electronic form, for 

access; 

releasing said work of authorship in response to a request for access from a 
requestor; 

recording both the release of a work of authorship and the requestor to whom 
said work of authorship is released; 

analyzing the number of times a work of authorship has been released; and 
limiting the number of times a work of authorship is released. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of registering a 
requestor, thereby defining a registered subscriber; and receiving information from said 
registered subscriber regarding said work of authorship. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps of requesting said 
registered subscriber to provide information regarding said work of authorship and 
providing a modified work of authorship, in electronic form, for access, wherein said 
work of authorship is modified in response to information received from said registered 
subscriber. 

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of providing a reward 
to said registered subscriber. 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of tracking the 
provision of rewards. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein said step of providing a reward 
comprises the step of making a portion of said reward available to said registered 
subscriber. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein said step of providing a reward 
comprises the step of making a portion of said reward available to said artist. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of releasing said work of 
authorship, comprises the step of charging said requestor for releasing said work of 
authorship. 
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9. The method of claim 1, wherein said method is implemented on a server 
and wherein said step of releasing said work of authorship, comprises the steps of 
designating a portion of said server for use by said requestor, storing said work of 
authorship in said designated portion and charging said requestor. 

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising adjusting said charge in 
response to said analyzing step. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of receiving a new 
work of authorship and providing said new work of authorship in electronic form. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a 
preview of said work of authorship to said registered subscriber. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a 
physical copy of said work of authorship to said registered subscriber. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of limiting the 
number of physical copies being provided. 

15. A computer implemented method for promoting a work of authorship of 
an artist, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing at least a portion of a work of authorship created by an artist, in 
electronic form, for access; 

releasing at least a portion of said work of authorship in response to a request 
for access from a requestor; 

accumulating both the release of a work of authorship and the requestor to 
whom said work of authorship is released; 

limiting the number of times a work of authorship is released in response to the 
total number of releases accumulated; 

registering a third party, thereby defining a registered subscriber; 

receiving information from said registered subscriber regarding said work of 
authorship; and 

providing a reward to said registered subscriber. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein said step of providing a reward 
comprises providing at least a portion of said reward to said registered subscriber. 
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17. The method of claim 16, further comprising the steps of accumulating 
said rewards provided to said registered subscriber, receiving notification from said 
subscriber of a desire to receive the accumulated rewards and providing the accumulated 
rewards to said subscriber. 

18. The method of claim 15, wherein said step of providing a reward 
comprises providing at least a portion of said reward to said artist. 

19. The method of claim 15, wherein said step of limiting the number of 
times said work of authorship is released comprises setting a numerical limit, said 
method further comprising the steps of: 

halting the release of said work of authorship after said numerical limit is 

reached; 

defining at least a portion of the requestors as a first group; 
modifying at least a portion of said work of authorship; 
providing the modified work of authorship for access; 

releasing at least a portion of said modified work of authorship in response to a 
request for access from a requestor; 

accumulating both the release of a work of authorship and the requestor to 
whom said work of authorship is released; and 

providing a reward to those requestors defined as said first group. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of releasing said work of 
authorship comprises the step of associating a serial designation to the release of said 
work of authorship, wherein each release of said work of authorship has a separate 
serial designation. 
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Artist 
Prodi 



(Non-Sponsored) Entry to Level 1 is accomplished at the lowest cost to the Artist The minimum of 
purchases must be accomplished to qualify for promotion to Level 2. At the entry price the minimum 
sales produces the base revenues. 



{lP{1US}}-10 = 1Profits 




1000 



level 1 



Enhanced 
Product 



{IP+X{2US}} - 20 = 2 Profits 



{IP+X{3US}} -30 = 3 Profits 



3 Profits - 2 Profits - 1 Profits = Level 1 Investment Gains 



(Basic Sponsorship) When Level 2 is achieved, the Artist's product is enhanced 
by CE, improving the products general overall quality. The improvements help 
improve the Artists products sales. If the required increase in number of sales 
at a higher price is achieved, the profit is improved. This greater profit is the 
investment gains of the purchasers of Level 1 . 

2 Profits - 1 Profits = Level 2 Investment Gains 
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Enhanced 



(Total Sponsorship) When Level 3 is achieved, the 
Artists product is significantly enhanced by CE, 
improving the products total quality. The improvements 
help improve the Artists products sales. If the required 
increase in number of sales at a higher price is achieved, 
the profit is improved. This greater profit is the investment 
gains of the purchasers of Level 1 and level 2. The 
purchasers of Level 1 benefit more than those of Level 2. 



% of 3 Profits = Level 3 Investment Gains 
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